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Introduction
With the future implementation of digital product passports in some product categories 
with the future plan to gradually incorporate the system in more categories (European 
Commission), a discussion and joint effort from different sectors is called for. The workshop 
Public-Private Bottom-Up Definition of Digital Product Passports, organised by Veltha IVZW 
on the 18th of November at 10:00-12:30 (CET), therefore aimed at starting to close the gap 
between stakeholders, encouraging a discussion and exchange of information on digital 
product passports (DPPs).
Speakers with backgrounds in business, policy and research took the floor to share their 
knowledge. This document aims to briefly summarise main themes that were addressed by 
the speakers, and to provide regions with guidance for future first steps in facilitating the 
transition to a system that includes digital product passports. 

The workshop was moderated by Luca Polidori, Secretary General at Veltha. The following 
speakers gave presentations at the workshop and participated in the Q&A: 

Nora Åsling: Project Assistant at Veltha, presenting Task 6.5 of the DigiPrime project

Rigo Wenning: Legal Counsel at ERCIM, presenting the CIRPASS project

Mario Malzacher: Co-Founder of Circular.Fashion

Michele Galatola: Policy Officer for Green and Circular Economy at the European
 Commission

Bente Bauer: Director of Public Affairs at the Policy Hub

Thomas Götz: Co-Head of Research Unit on Energy Policy, presenting the report “Digital     
Product Passports: the ticket to achieving a climate neutral and circular European 
economy?”    

Sascha Bloemhoff: Marketing Director at Niaga

Andrea D’Intino: Program Manager at Dyne
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Insights from the workshop
The workshop began with presentations of the H2020 project DigiPrime's task 6.5, and the 
DIGITAL (Digital Europe Programme) project CIRPASS. DigiPrime task 6.5 highlighted a 
need for data exchange that would unlock new applications for regional o�cers, something 
that the launch of digital product passports can support. The CIRPASS project’s core objec-
tives were presented, including to present “an unambiguous cross-sectoral de�nition and 
description of the DPP '' and to “develop use cases and roadmaps'' (DIGITALEUROPE, 
2022). In addition, Dyne presented ongoing digital projects directly related to the develop-
ment of DPPs. 

Input from a business perspective was also present, among others the Policy Hub, repre-
senting clothing and footwear businesses. Aspects that were clearly highlighted in relation 
to DPPs were issues of a common vocabulary, the need for use-cases to guide the work 
forward, adapted for cross-sectoral usage as well as being an interoperable and stan-
dardised system across the EU. Other aspects which were considered vital for a successful 
DPP system was a realistic timeframe, �exibility, traceability, and the protection of sensitive 
data. 

During the workshop, innovative companies that successfully have developed digital 
information carriers and thereby led the work with DPPs forward showcased their work. 
Sascha Bloemho� from Niaga highlighted an important aspect when saying: “We should 
realise that product passports are made up of materials and in the end, it is all about reten-
tion value of the materials”.

Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR) was also addressed throughout the 
workshop, seen as both an opportunity and a challenge. An opportunity as it may provide 
new business areas, and a challenge with implementation. The structure of technology 
today also allows for a decentralised system regarding DPPs although it should be clearly 
standardised, Michele Galatola stated. In addition, the Wuppertal Institute’s report present-
ed likely bene�ts of an implemented DPP system, including new business models, reliable 
data, and sustainable future pathways. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/�nd-funding/eu-funding-programmes/digital-europe-programme_en

https://www.digitaleurope.org/digital-product-passport/

https://www.digitaleurope.org/digital-product-passport/



Going forward
When asked what could be done at a regional level to facilitate the implementation of DPP 
regulation, Policy O�cer Michele Galatola said: 

“[…] we see a lot of needs in terms of capacity building skills creation and support to com-
panies in order to be able to embrace the change [...]. For example, when it comes to creat-
ing the condition for a service provider to help SMEs to manage their data. When it comes 
to even the skills for auditors to verify the data that will be required or when we are talking 
LCA (Life Cycle Assessment, ed's.note) we now that the use of LCA is growing exponentially 
but the experts existing on the �eld are not su�cient to do all the work that will be 
required.” 

Based on the presentations at the workshop, and �nal words by Policy O�cer Michele 
Galatola, the following measures could facilitate the transition at a regional level in relation 
to DPPs:

Step by step: DPPs should for now be seen as a tool for circularity that is under 
construction.

Start communicating with your local companies: are they aware of DPPs?
Enlighten them with the information of the value of their data!

Support your local companies by showcasing the impact the implementa-
tion of DPPs could have: arrange workshops bringing together di�erent actors 
to share perspectives and knowledge.

Share your opinion: a draft working plan written by the European Commission 
for ESPR (Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation) is soon to be pub-
lished with an open consultation. “Help us identify the products which we need 
to regulate”

Education and skills development: companies will likely be in need of employ-
ees or consultants with certain skills when deploying a DPP system. 
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Final notes
This summary captures only a small part of the innovative and interesting solutions and 
ideas put forward during the workshop. Read more about the organisations, projects, and 
companies present at the workshop here:
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DigiPrime

CIRPASS

Circular.Fashion

Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation

Policy Hub

Wuppertal Institute and the report Digital Product
Passport: the ticket to achieving a climate neutral
and circular European economy?

Niaga

Dyne

https://www.digiprime.eu/

https://www.digitaleurope.org/digital-product-passport/

https://circular.fashion/en/

https://ec.europa.eu/info/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/sustainable-products/ecodesign-sustainable-products_en

https://www.policyhub.org/

https://wupperinst.org/ https://www.corporateleadersgroup.com/�les/cisl_digital_products_passport_report_v6.pdf

https://www.corporateleadersgroup.com/�les/cisl_digital_products_passport_report_v6.pdf

https://www.corporateleadersgroup.com/�les/cisl_digital_products_passport_report_v6.pdf

https://www.niaga.world/

https://dyne.org/


